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PROFITABLE MARKET
FOR SUMMER EGGS

Can Be Produced at Small Cost if
Proper Precantions Are
Observed.

What to Do and What to Avoid in
Order to Get Best
Results.

BEY REESE V. HICKS.

iCopyright, 1918
leally good fresh summer
hard to find, except on the
ranches run by poultrymen
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proportion of the eggs produced under |

average farm conditions after May 1
are subject to heat that has started the
germ to developing. This developing
germs dies in o few days, and the €xg
spoils and is unfit for foou

Owing to the secarcity of really
cggs in warm summer weather,
market price in the larger cities usual-
1y shows a steady upward tendency
from some time in May or June through
the summer and fall months even un-
til after the holiday

As a matter of f

fresh
the

_really good fresh

eges can be produced cheaper in the
summer than at anyv other time of the
vear, but it requires more care and

svstem than just to allow the hens to

attend to it themselves,
Separate Males and Females.

The first important step 1= to separate
all males from the hens so the eggs will
be sterile. If the males are of enough
guality to be held over for breeding an-
other yvear, they should be confined in
a vard by themselves, even if it is nec-
essary to pull the main flight feathers
out of one wing on each male. But un-
less they have special value for future
breeders. it pavs to send them to mar-
ket rather than to feed them a year
hefore they will be needed again for
hreeding purposes. The hens lay just
as well, if not better, without the males,
and the eggs will keep fresher and bet-
ter.

Another feature too often overlooked
is the prompt gathering at least twice a
day, and, if at all possible, marketing
the same day as gathered. If it is not
convenient on account of the small
numhber gathered, the egg= mayv ba
taken up once a dav and marketed
every other day, but while they are
being held for the market they must
be kept in a cool place—never in the
Kitchen or a warm room.

As the warm weather of summer ap-
proaches, =ome special care must be
given the laying hens if the maximum
ezx vield s 1o be expected during the
extremely hot weather

Kinds of Feeds Important.

The feed shounld be gradually changed
S0 as to have less fattening properties,
because the hen does not need the fatty
material to keep up her bedily heat
when she is not resisting cold. This
means feeding less corn and cornmeal
in the summer than in the winter and
spring. Vegetables and green feed
should be increased, as these tend to
cool off the blood and increase the
amount of water in the system of the
hens. Since vegetables, such as beets,
cabbage, etc., abound in the summer,
they should be fed liberally. Grasses,
such as clover, alfalfa and even blue
grass lawn clippings, are a good green
feed for hens. Green feed i= the cheap-
est feed the poultry raiser can use, and
should be freely used at this important
time of the year. If the proper variety
i= given, and if it is properly prepared,
a laying hen will eat from 20 to 30 per
(r,'ené. of her rations of succulent green
eed.

Again, the methods of feeding should
bhe different in the summer from those
practiced in the winter. An abundance
of exercise is necessary In the winter,
but it is not so important in the sum-
mer. There should be enough to keep
the hens from bhecoming over-fat, but
usually with range and open weather of
summer there i= not much danger of
over-fat.

Shade Should Be Ample.

If possible, hens should have more
range in summer and have plenty of

POULTRY, DOGS, PET STOCK.

HEXS FOR SALE-Z dozen vearling and about
4 dozen springers. 1648 Montello ave. ne. 13*

LITTER BULL TERRIER PUPS—White with
brindle marking: beanties: $5 each. Mra. G.
Brown, York. s —_—

FUTPIES Thomuehbired Freoch poodls pupples,
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The Star White
Diarrhea Tablets

White Diarrhes is the most de-
atructive discase which affects
young chicka. It Is most preva-
lent during the first three weeka
THE STAR WHITE DIARRHEA
TARLETS are recommended as
a preventive ms well as = cure
for this disease

50c package

I T

copy of our catalog.
E GOLDEN

7| lets,

The full line of Star Poultry asd Live Stock Remedies and Foods
is for sale by progressive pouliry, feed and seed deslers. Ask for a

COHPA.NY Agents, 1“"um, D.

shade. The shade should not be over
more than one-third of their runs, or
there will be trouble in a damp, rainy
season. Where no natural shade can be
had such ns & grove or orchard, sun-
shades must be made by stretching
cloth about four feet off the ground or
else by bullding low frame sheds with
all four sides open for the air to pass
through. thus enabling hens to protect
themselves and at the same time have
the advantage of any passing breeze.

During the hot summer hens natural-
1y drink more water, and this should be
supplied at least twice dailly, fresh,
pure and cool. The warm weather also
sdevelops disease germs more rapidly
and this means that extra care must
he given the drinking as well as feed-
ing vessels. Not only should they be
| eleaned daily, but it 18 well to wash
them two or three times a week in a
wood disinfectant.

Beware of Vermin.

Lice and mites are two difficulties at-
temiding  summer egg production. If
these pests are allowed to gain a foot-
h will requlre hard work to erad-

nid, It

feate them = are Imore serious
} than lie be#yiuse they breed faster.
Mites live on the hens only at night,
| Roing outo the roosts and walls of the
buildings during the Jdayv. The lice stay
on the hens all the time. To kill mites,
1TI1|~ ronsts, nest boxes, dropping boards,

I the walls of the building and the floors
must be spraved with a powerful disin-
fectant or kerosens oil If oil is used
on the nest bhoxes, care must be iaken
to allow It to dry "off hefore they are
used or the eggs will taste of the oil
All droppings. litter, dirt, on the foors,
in boxes and dropping boards must be
removed, The spraving should be re-
peated weekly for several weeks until
not a mite remains. Lice are found
usually under the vent, on the hips and
around the roots of the tail of the hens.
A dusting with a good louse powder
will remove them. If the flock is too
large to handle, lice can be kept down
below the line of much harm by pro-
viding a «dry dust bath. In this the
fowls will cleanse themselves of most
of the lice,

The dust bath may be made of a low-
sided dry goods bex filled with road
dust, into which has been mixed some
coal ashes, a small amount of lime and
a few tablespoonfuls of powdered sul-
phur. Place this dust bath in a dry
sunny corner of the hen house.

How to Treat “Broody' Hens.

Where a hen shows a dispoesition to
sit, a coop must be provided and the
hen allowed to remain In it a day or so
to cool off the ‘-broody habit. This coop
should have a slatied bottom to allow
air to pass freely through and prevent
her making a comfortable nest. She
should be placed in the coop the first
night she shows her broody dieposition
and kept there for a day or two, then
released, and if still broody returned to
the coop. As all this requires time and
patience, it is far better to use the non-
sitter where eggs are the object.

Poultry Yard Notes.

High prices for all kinds of feed are
making many poultrymen reduce their
flocks to the minimum. It is not to be
expected that prices will be lower un-
til the new crops are on the market,
which will not be for several months.
Meanwhile the poultrvman who can do
=0 should hang on; if possible he should
enlarge his plant and increase his
flock. The sending of thousands of
hens and pullets to market certainly
means a marked reduction in the out-
put of eggs and dressed poultry next
fall and winter, and that in turn means
enhanced prices.

Poultrymen all over the country have
complained for several months of the
fact that, notwithstanding they must
pay much more for all kinds of feed
than was the case eighteen months ago,
prices of eggs and dressed poultry have
not advanced. They say that while the
feed cost of a dozen eggs is from 15 to
20 per cent higher than it was less
than two years ago, the eggs them-
selves bring only what they did when
feed was much cheaper. On this ac-
count many poultry plants have gone
out of business, even some of the larger
ones, while fully 75 per cent of the re-
maining plants have cut down the
number of pullets.

Many poultrymen hold that a little
ground yvellow mustard added to the
mash, either wet or dry, is beneficial to
the fowls. Not too much of the condi-
ment should be used, but only enough
to add a little zest to the ration. It
should be mixed thoroughly with the
dry material, in about the proportion
of a teaspoonful for each twenty-five
hens.

U'nless the nens and pullets are able
to get plenty of worms and insects, the
meat ratlion must be maintained dur-
ing the summer almost the same as in
the cold weather. Cut green bone is
the best, being better than beef scrap
or meat meal. Care must be taken,
however, to see that it is absolutely
fresh and sweet, otherwise it will cer-
tainly set up serious internal troubles
in the flock.
| The practical poultryman will waste
little time trying to cure a fowl that
has developed a bad case of roup, or
in doctoring an egg-bound hen. In
neither case is the result worth the

trouble. Even if apparently cured, a
fowl that has had roup can never g
used safely as a breeder, while it is

almust certain that germs of the dis-
| ense, remaining in the fowl's system,
i will be thrown off, to infect other fowls.
The egg-bound hen is done as a layer;
even if she seems to recover she will
never again be a profitable fowl., It
{is far better, quicker and more humane
{to cut the heads off such ailing birds
and either burn the carcasses or bury
them two or three feet deep.

Fvery surplus male on the place
=nould have been sent to market hefore
thiz time: if it has not bean done, at-
tend to it at once. Males are useless
in a flork except at breeding time:; at
other seasons they simply consume feed
and make trouble. During the hot
weather infertile eggs are the ones
that keep; others, in a day or so, de-
velop blood rings or spois and quickly
upoil. Most markets, besides, are bhe-
coming educated up to the point of de-

manding infertile eggs, for which a
somewhat higher price is willingly
| paird.  If it is intended to mate some
ipene for  the purpose of producing

| August or September hatched chicks,
tall well and good, but meanwhile sepa-
(rate the males from the hens and pul-
and dispose of all that are not
witnted,

! Seientists have computed that a sin-
lgh- pair of the lice that infest poultry
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Save Your Young Chicks

Star Gape Powder

A Remedy That Prevents and
Destroys the Parasitic Werma.

Gapes is caused by = parasitic
worm attachking f(taslf to the (n-
terior of the wind and ]
death to young chicks by suffoca-
tion. THE STAR GAFE POWDER
whould be used as early as possible,
It will save many = chick that
would otherwise be lost.

25¢ Package. 50c Package.
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is capable of producing 125,000 descend-
ants In eight weeks. Is it any wonder
that experienced poultrymen are con-
stantly on the lookout for these pests,
in order that they may be kept out
of their flocks?

In an elaven-month egg-laying con-
test recently concluded at Victoria, B.
C., a pen of single-comb white leg-
horns from New Zealand won firat prize
in the non-weight classes with a total
of 1,330 eggs for six hirds. A pen
of White Wyandottes, bred and owned
in British Columbla, took first prize in
the welght classes, with 1,268 eggs for
the pen of six.

Farm Poultry in a recent issue stated
that some New York retailers, trying
to make a drive on eggs, advertised to
sell eleven for a quarter. Selling eggs
by the quarter's worth, the half dollar's

worth, or even the dime’'s worth, i=
hecoming a Tfavorite method in some
eastern cities, the plan having been
adopted from foreign countries. Mar-
ket reports from England show that
in many cities eggs are sold at so
many for a shilling, while in other

cities in England and other countries
prices are quoted by the score.

It ia a fact eapable of demonstration
that chicks, as well as fowls, that are
kept in close confinement will devour
almost any kind of green stuff that
may be thrown in their pens or yards,
while the same fowlis, allowed con-
siderable liberty and range, will be
very choice In their selection of green
feed. Closely yarded fowls will eat
every particle of hean vines, pea vines
and the like, but the same fowls, glven
their liberty in a garden, wlll hardly
touch the growing beans and peas. As
a maiter of fact, fowls that have the
range of a large garden hardly ever
damage the vegetables, except in the
case of tomatoes. which, when they ara
ripening, are too tempting to be re-
sisted. The fowls, furthermore, pay for
what damage they do by the number
of bugs, slugs, worms, ete, they search
out and devour.

A few elderberry shoots planted now
In the corners of the poultry yard and
liberally watered for a few days after
planting will make rapid and perma-
nent growth and furnish lots ‘of wel-
come shade during the summer and
for many summers. Shoots of sumac
are also easily rooted, and by the
sumac’'s habit of spreading will in a
couple of yvears cover a wide area with
their low bushy growth,

'Shade of some kind is an absolute
necessity in the poultry yard during
the hot weather. Without it the fowls,

as well as the chicks, cannot keep
comfortable, the former refusing to
lay, while the latter will not grow

properly or feather out as they should.
If nothing better is to be had, plant a
row of sunflowers entirely around the
¥ard, covering the seeds with poultry
netting or brush until the plants are
up far enough to be safe from injury
by the fowls. They will make a great
deal of shade, and also the big seed
heads will make a valuable addition to
the ration of the fowls, either as soon
a8 the seeds are ripe or for use during
the winter.

If the incubator is now out of com-
mission give the machine a thorough
cleaning and overhauling before it is
closed up and put away. Take off the
regulator arm and cover the hearing
with vaseline. Screw out the ther-
mostat rod and coat it with vaseline,
also. Take out the diaphragms and
wash the burlap, removing it from the
frame and drying it in the sun. Brush
all dust, etc, off the felt diaphragm
and give it a thorough sunning before
replacing in the machine. Clean out
every corner of the machine I[tself:
take the lamp out of the holder, pour-
ing out all the oil and removing the

old wick. 'Storg the machine in a dryv
place, t'l'osnjg_lt up tightly with all
the parts inside. Then when it is

wanted for use next season everything
will be found in good shape, so that
no delay will be occasioned by having
to send to the maker for something
that has become lost or that has heen
ruined by neglect.

All Around the Place.

English sparrows seem to have dis-
covered another and a brand-new wayv
of being pests. Many gardenera in this
section report that the birds have de-
scended in flocks on flelds of peas and
that they are doing much damage by
pulling off and eating the blossoms and
blossom buds, as well as the newly
formed pods themselves. Several mar-
ket gardeners whose places are along
the Eastern branch say the sparrows
have practically ruined the crops of
peas, this being the first year they have
found the blossoms, buds and tender
¥Young pods to their liking. These gar-
deners gay the sparrows visit the rows
of growing peas early in the morning,
stripping off every blossom, every bud
and every newly formed pod, and even
in some instances attacking the tender
ends of the vines. No way has been
found to combat the attacks or to
frighten the sparrows away, except the
one of shooting Into the flocks. which
can only be done with safety when the
peas are grown in a location remote
from dwellings, or when the birds are
on the fences or in the trees near the
gardens.

Many practical horticulturists prae-
tice the plan of rigorously pruning the
peach trees as soon as the crop is har-
vested. When the peaches have been
gathered the trees are pruned back
until at last half of the wood has been
removed, The cut ends of the limbs
and branches are smeared with coal tar
ar with some good outdoor paint, and
the trees are given a thorough spray-
ing. This plan, it is held, gives the
trees an  opportunity to make new,
fruit-bearing wood during the present
ETowing season.

Plants for bordérs and bedding, for
late faull blooming, must be set out
44 soon as possible, the list including
late salvia, cannas, colel, gladloli and
the like. Bulbs of gladioli planted

now, if properly fertilized and watered
as they need it during dry weather,
should produce plenty of gorgeous
blossom spikes during late August anid
September. The salvia that is set out
now will also bloom until late in the
summer, a8 will cannas that are given

rich s0ll and all the water they need.
“'hep planting  potatoes for a late
crop it is well to treat the seed for

prevention of the various diseases to
which the tubers are subject. A soln-
tion of blchloride of mercury, 1 1o
4,000—that is, one part of the chem-
teal to 1,000 parts of water—will be
found efficacious. The uncut potatoes
should be scaked In the solution for
ahout fifteen minutes and allowed to
dry before being cut into seed pieces.
ut the potatoes 8o that each piece
will have at least one “eye,” rubbing
off the sprouts that may have started.
Remnember that bichloride of mercury
is a deadly poison, for which no anti-
dote exists that is absolutely certain,
One part of formalin to twanty-five parts
of water makes a good solution in which
to soak seed potatoes, having the advan-
tage of being practically non-polsonous
and safe to handle.

Germination of beans, sugar corn, ete,
| planted for late crops may be greatly
' hastened by soaking the sped over-
| night in water. During hot, dry
weather such as’is to be expected from
now on, the seed may lie in the ground
for many days before germinating, the
lack of molsture in sufficient quan-
tities being the cause of the delay. 1If
the seeds are soaked in water until
they have absorbed all they will hold
the warmth of the soil will cause the
germs to swell rapidly and the plants
will come up long before seads planted
dry have hegun to push through the
ground.

Bearing in mind that raspberries and
blackberries bear fruit only one Bea-
son on each cane, and that canes that
bore this year will not hear next yfar,
try this plan as a guide in thinning out
the patcher after the fruiting season:
Take short pieces of raflla, or strips
of muslin, and tle them to the fruiting
canes in such a manner that they will
remain in place. Mark each frult-pro-
ducing cane In this manner, and when
the bearing season is over, or at the
time selected for thinning out the
canes, cut out all that are so marked.
They have borne, and they will not
hear another yvear, so the thing to do
is to remove them and give the new
canes, which will produce next sea-
son’s berries, a chance to grow. If the
canes that have produced berries this
year are not marked there Is danger
of cutting out the wrong ones at thin-
ning time and leaving a lot of canes
that will not bear and frult next yesar,
but which will dis of their own accord

i

during the winter, spring or next sum-
mer.

Many gardeners thia spring ars com-
plaining of a mysterious disease that
has attacked sugar corn. The first
manifestation of the disease is a spot
on one blade of the plant, about the
size of n dime, the spot presenting the
appearance of a small wilted area.
The =spot spreads rapidly, causing the
entire  plant to change color and
shrivel, much after the manner of corn
that is “fired.” Investigation at the
hureau of plant pathology, Department
of Agriculture, has elicited the informa-
tion that this disease is a fungous ail-
ment peculiar to sweet corn, for which

there is no remedy. The disease, ex-
parts of the government say, pene-
trates every part of the plant—roots,
stnlk and blades—destroving it as

effectively as If the corn had been
sealded. This disease, which has an im-
posing Latin name, comes from diseased
seedd corn, and its ravages mav be
ameliorated to some extent by soaking
the seed for about ten to twenty min-
utes in a  1-to-1,000 solution of bi-
chloride of mercury. The disease does
not leave spores in the soil, and heaithy
aeed planted in soil where corn that
has been killed hy the fungous attack
has grown will produce healthy corn.
The stalks of diseased corn removed
from the garden or fleld, however,
should he heaped up in a pile to dry
and then, without disturbing the heap,
the corn should be burned.

Tot-grown strawberry plants set out
during July and August will be in full
bearing next spring. Such plants may
be started by any one who has a
strawberry hed of desirable varieties,
tire process being simple and easy in
the extreme. ¥Fill two-inch flower pots
with good soil and sink the pots close
to the plants in the bed until the rims
are within half an inch of the surface
of the earth. The pots should be filled
to the tops with soill, and the soil must
bhe kept properly moeist. Lay the run-
ners from the plants across the tops of
the pots and weight them down with
a small elod of dirt, so that the run-
ner is pressed into the soil in the pot.
The runner will shertly form rootlets
at the point of contact with the moist
g0il, when it should be clipped off on
the side nearest the parent plant. The
newly started plant must be properly
watered, and when It is growing
thriftily it must be removed to o larger
pol—sgay, a four-inch one—filled with
good earth. Keep these new plants
growing until August, and then =et
them out in the new hed. If the new
plants are kept over winter, in hot-
houses, or even in well protected cold
frames not subject to freezing, and set
out next summer they will make even
thriftier plants.

HANDY BROODER HOUSE.

“Unit” Plan for Handling Chicks,

Homemade and Inexpensive.

One of the handiest arrangements
imaginable for brooding chicks is that
in use on a small country place near
Rockville, the house being the invention
and the handiwork of the poultryman
who uses it. It has all the advantages
of compaciness, ease of accessibility in

all parts, handiness in cleaning, ete,
and besides is designed on the “unit”
plan, but all in one house.

The house is built of lumber dressed
on one side. The location iz just below
the top of a slight rise, and a wyard,
divided into runs by means of fine mesh
poultry netting, extends fifteen feet in
front of the house, the run being shaded
by peach trees.

The structure s four feet high at the
back, five feet in front, and is five feet
deep. The entire house s thirty feet
long, and 1t is divided into five-foot com-
partments by means of dressed lumber
partitions that extend to within one foot
of the roof. The opening at the top
i# covered with fine mesh poultry net-
ting. A six-inch ventilator at each end,
covered with the netting and provided
with a galvanized tin slide to be closed
In wet, snowy or ralny weather, affords
ventilation.

FEach compartment has a door, swung
from the top and extending te the floor
and entirely across the compartment.
This door is fitted with 1wo large panes
of glass, protected on the inside by the
Hine mesh netting, and the doors can be
swiung up and hooked in.place, or low-
ered and fastened with catches, as de-
sired.

In each compartment an ordinary
hover Is installed, the lamp box being
fastened securely to the back of the
house, while the flue also extends
through a properly cut opening in the
back, allowing the foul air and the
lamp fumes to escape out of doors.
These hovers are fixed in place at the
bark of the structure, but are located
midway between the partition walls.
Inch strips are tacked to the floor of
the house, inclosing the brooders in
a square about three or four inches at
the nearest point from the hovers, This
is to retain the Jitter beneath the
hovers. The remaining portion of the
floor of each compartment is covered
with sand and fine gravel, which is
frequently renewed as the house is
cleaned.

Above the door of each compart-
ment, and set about two inches below
the top of the front wall, ir a2 window,
or rather two panes of glass set in
fixed frames, the glass being ten by
twelve inches, set on the side. These,
with the glass doors, glive ample light
even to the back of the brooder com-
partments. The house was huilt to
face the south, so that the interior of
the brooder recelves the full sunshine
practically all day.

The arrangement makes it
fill and attend to the lamps
cold or chilly weather. The compart-
ments are large enough to give the
chicks plenty of room, as it is a rule
righldly adhered to that no more than
fifty chicks are to be placed in each
compartment. The compartments may
be easily cleaned, as the doors open
a#t the bottom on the level with the
floor. In fine weather the doors may
be raised to allow the chicks to get
out on the ground in the runs, and
each brood is kept separate from the
others at all times.

Exclusive of the cost of the hovers,
this brooder house cost for material is
$£21.20. It has a capacity for 300 chicks
and it was buill in spare time by the
man who devised it and who is using
it. It may be extended at any time
simply by adding one or more com-
partments and equipping them with
hovers and the runs in front. Alto-
gether it appears to be the handiest
and most convenlient brooder house for
yvoung chicks yet devised, with the ad-
ded attraction of costing little, being
easily built by any one who ecan handle
saw and hammer, and about as easy
to take care of as can be desired.
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A Children’s Museum.

A department recently added to the
Brooklyn Institute of Art and Science is
the children's museum. A special docent
has been appointed to take charge of it
Children will no longer be permitted to
wander aimleasly through the rooms, de-
riving ljttle benefit or pleasure from their
vigit to the Institute. A special effort
will be made to show them things of in-
terest and make them regular visitors.

One of the new features is the an-
thropological room, where ‘models are
shown of the people in the five different
zones, thus illustrating their geography
in a manner tha* will not be easily for-
gotten. The groups are designed toshow
the effect of climate in the development
of the human race.

Another room has been fitted up as a
bird calendar. In it are models changed
from month to month, indicating the birds
which are due in the Brooklyn parks,
so that the children may be able to
recognize each feathered friend as it
appears. They are encouraged to study
the birds, and information contributed

by children i= being written out and
placed in the room.
A hbotany demonstration will he in

daily progress throughout the spring,
Native flowers will be brought in each
day, and diagrams showing their nameg
habits and the localitles in which they

are found, will encourage many ehi]-
Ld.r.d to seek them out in the woods,
[
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Being the Experiences of a Gov- |||
ernment Clerk Who Sets Out
to Lower the High Cost of |||
Living.

I'm not nearly so fond of hogs as I
thought I was. In fact, I have no af-
fection for hogs at all. They're pesky
and stupid and contrary creatures, and
when they are made into hams and ba-
con and sausage they have fulfilled an
appropriate destiny. How I ever could
have looked upon them as likable pets
and desirable companions surpasses all
understanding.

It is only since last Wednesday morn-
ing that I have had a just appreciation
of hogs and the evil that lurks within
them. [ now accept with but a single
qualification the story of the devils that
were cast out of certain anclent peoples
and made to enter into the awine. The
only part of the story I reject fs that
which has the swilne plunging into the
sea, whereby the said devils were al-
leged to have been drowned. I know
they are doing business today, at the
same old stand.

When Jim c¢ame burating into the
house Wednesday morning while T was
at breakfast and announced that the
hogs were out of their pen and in the

corn field I was annoved., but not
greatly alarmed. As they had heen
safely in their pen when I fed them

Iialf an hour earllier 1 knew they could
not have done serlous damage either to
their own stomachs or to the corm. 1
mergly sent Ned out to help Jim drive
trhe:ﬁ out, and proceeded with my break-
480,

Boys Failed at Job.

When it came time, though, for me to
Start for the station and I found the
horse had not been hitched up and that
the boys stlil were out there fooling
with the hogs, | was peeved —not so much
at the hogs as at the boys. 1 assumed
that they were pulling off some “‘clrcus
stunt,” perhaps, and | went out to put
an end to the performance.

The boys informed me, with earnestness
and no little heat, that they had done
their hbest, but that the hogs refused
absolutely 1o be driven. That vexed me
still more. 1 was dressed for the office
and didn't like to get out on the culti-
vated land in my office shoes, but I
couldn’t go and leave the hogs in the
corn fleld. 1 never had heard of a hog
foundering himself, but after having lost
a calf and nearly losing the cow through
their overindulgence in green foods I
wasn't willing to take a chance. More-

over, out in that voung corn all day
long the hogs would have done more
damage than their worth.

1 looked at my watch and saw that I
had five minutes to spare: plenty of
time, [ told myself, to get the hogs
back in their pen. And in town I could
get my shoes shined for a nickel. That
would be better than having an acre or

the boys we would take them
one at a time.

Told

s0 of corn destroyed. Besides, it would
be a good chance to give the boys an
ohject lesson in efficilency and deter-
mination.

Boys Get Object Lesson.

The boys had their object lesson in
determination, all right, but it was
the hogs, not me, that gave it 1o them.
They liked that corn and had made up
their minds not to leave the fleld until
they had eaten to the limit of their
almost limitless capacities. The in-
genuity theyv displaved first brought to
my mind the biblical story of the
devils. Instead of keeping together, so
that they might be herded and driven
toward the pen, they strung out as far
apart as was possible in a four-acre
field. In trying to round them up the
boys and I had to hve some regard
for the corn and in order to avoid
tramplng It down had to keep between
the rows as much as possible. The
hogs had no such regard. They cut
across and doubled back on us, and
resorted to afs many tricks as a fox
pursued by hounds. Aftera quarter of
an hour of vain endeavor 1 gave up the
herding idea and told the boys we would
take them one at a time.

The three against one plan worked
hetter, and we finally got one of the
pigs In the pen, where he ran about
sguealing his indignation while we
went to bring in his brothers. At Jim's
suggestlon we armed ourselves with
long sticks, and soon had the second
hog at the gate, which Ned opened that
Jim and T might drive him in. But the
hog, noting that the line had been
weakened by Ned's absence, made a
break, shot between Jim and me, and
was back in the corn fleld. Ned, with a
whoop of dismay, came rushing to our
assistance, forgetting to shut the gate
of the pen. The first hog was quick to
take advantage of the oppotrunity, and
when 1 looked around he was cavort-
ing gleefully toward the far corner of
the fleld.

Mad as a Wet Hen.

When 1 say that T was mad as a wet
hen, it is because, just at this moment,
T can't think of any stronger figure of
speech. And T know the editor wouldn't
let me use some of the figures of speech
I employed that morning to relieve my
pent-up wrath. I was mad at the hogs
and mad at Ned and mad at myself and
mad at the soil of Sunny Knoll, which
covered my shoes and my trousers to
the knees. The only reason 1 didn't go
get my gun and make it hog-killing
time then and there was because 1
didn’t hapffen to think of it. If hard
names were deadly weapons, the hogs
wouldn’'t have had a chance.

I had missed the traln that would get
me to the office on time; was hot, tired
and dirty, and the hogs were no nearer
corralled than they were before 1 had
undertaken to show the boys how to do
things. It looked as if it might be an
all-day Job, so T decided 1 might as
well make a day of it. It would be
charged up against my leave, and I
would have to make a written explana-
tion as to why I was absent from Lhe
office—but 1 simply couldn't leave those
hogs in the corn fleld.

Though it seemed hardly worth while,
considering the condition 1 was in, 1
declded to go in nd change to my work-
ing clothes before renewing the chase.
I told Jim and Ned to keep the brutes
moving, so they would have a chance
to eat as little corn as possible, and 1
went fuming and fussing to the house.

Jane almost had a it when she saw
me. She had been busy In the kitchen,
which doesn’'t give an outlook over the
corn fleld, and she had supposed I was
on the way to the office,

Jane Takes a Hand.
1 explained to her, with as much self-
control as I was able to command, the

reason of my delay and the hard task
that still was before me.

+Is that all?"" was her unsympathetic|
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“I don't believe the plgs
Let's see

rejoinder.
really mean to be naughty.
what I can do.”

Putting on her garden hat and tak-
ing a pan of scraps from the kitchen
table, she started toward the pigpen.
It was sheer curiosity that prompted
me to follow her.

“Piggy! Piggy!” Jane called, taking
her stand Inside the pen. “Plggy! Pig-
gy! Plgey!"

At the sound of her voice the pork-
ers losat their interest in green corn
and pricked up their eara.

“Piggy! Pigry! Piggy!" she repeated.

Helter, skelter they came, showing
a burst of speed that would have made
their razor-back cousins of the south
look like ice wagons. They crowfed
through the gate, which Jim promptly
closed, and the job was done.

What would there be, in such a situa-
tion, left for a man to say? I put what
graciousness [ could in the congratu-
lationa I offered, but I think I was, if
possible, a little madder than [ had
been before.

Decides to Take Day Off.

My watch told me that it was an
hour past time for me to leave the
house, and the car schedule would have
added almost another hour to my late-
ness at the office. So I decided to carry
out my determination to stay at home.
It was the first day 1 had taken off
from the office since early in May, and
there was no lack of things to do.

I had gotten into my working clothes
and was just beginning to feel agaln
at peace with the world, when Jane,
in all innocence, Inquired who was to
blame for letting the pigs ocut.

That was a question 1 had carefully
avolded raising. I knew no one had
been near the pigpen except myself,
and men have been hanged on circum-
stantial evidence lesa strong. But |
didn't see any reason why I should
confess to my negligence.
that to mend the gate was one of the
first jobs 1 intended doing, and to make
good on my declaration I went out and
took off a perfectly good hasp and
substituted one of no superior if of
equal quality. A man simply has to
maintain hi= prestige as the head of
a famlly.

Cheered by the Weather.

With the end of the prolonged ralny
season, folks out our way have cheered
up considerably, though we would like
to see it a good deal warmer than it
is. Things are coming along fairly
well, but we need more heat for certain
crops, especially for corn and beans.
My early plantings of watermelons and
cantaloupes are a complete failure, so
I have decided to wipe melons off my
slate for the present season. The seed
germinated and the plants came through
the ground, but the weather was so
cold they didn't grow fast enough to
keep out of the way of the bugs. Un-
der favorable conditions, a melon vine,
given a falr start, will grow faster
than the bugs can destroy it; but when
its growth is halted and it puts out
few If any new leaves the odds are all
in favor of the bugs. That's what hap-
pened this year. 1 sprayed the plants
three times with bordeau mixture and
arsenate of lead, but it rained after
each spraying, washing off the poison,
and the bugs had only sufficlent fast to
whet thelr appetites. So 1 gave it up.

The ground I had laid off for melons,
a very considerable patch, 1 am going
to have planted in late potatoes Thers
will be more profit in the potatoes,
even if there is not o0 much satisfac-
tion. My cantaloupes last year, I think,
gave me more pleasure than anything
else | grew, but 1 realized there was
no money in it. They take a lot of cul-
tivating and pruning, and the fight
against insect pests is never done until
the last melon is pulled. After the
vines have grown beyond harm from
the striped beetle, the melon aphis
comes along. Only a few of them come
at first, and as they take up their
abode on the undersides of the leaves
it is not easy to detect their presence.

Great on Multiplication.

When it comes to the multiplication
table, the aphides, I think, have all
other living things beaten to a stand-
gtill. Mr. and Mrs. Aphis are married
on Monday: Tuesday they have chil-
dren: Wednesday grandchildren, and
by the end of the week thelr descend-
ants are legion. The aphis is the nat-
ural food of the ladybug, and the lady-
bug is the natural enemy of the aphis.
This is in harmony with nature's pro-
vislon for keeping insect and animal
life in check. But when the aphis
family gets a good start, the ladybugs
contract indigestion, or gout, or some
other ailment of overeating, and throw
up the sponge. Then there is nothing
for the melon grower todo but get out
and play ladybug himself.

if ever a dlscouraging job was in-
vented that is it. As before stated, the
aphis feeds on the under side of the
leaf. Foison doesn't bother him, for
he isn't a leaf eater. His nose is a
hollow tube, which he inserts in the
jeaf. Then he sets his pump going and
sucks out the juice. When several
thousand of them get to pumping on
one leaf, its edges curl down, forming
about the best natural protection to bhe
imagined. Fish oil soap and kerosene
emulsion are of the few things that
will stop the pumps, but in order to do
any pood they have got Lo be brought
into juxtaposition with the aphides.
Protected ag they are by the curled

I declared |

fore, 1T gave up melons
loud lamentations.

Cows to the Ant.

While we are on the subject of
aphides, did you ever know they were
cows” They are, and ants milk them.
I had heard something of that kind be-
fore 1 ever thought of moving to the
country, but 1 never gave it serious
credence. T know now that it is true,
because | have seen the operation per-
formed.

Imagine a man milking a cow about
the size of a cat, and yvou have the ple-
ture. An ant is many times as large as
an aphid, but he seems able to get a
satisfactory meal when he captures his
cow and milks her. The only differ-
ence between an ant milking and a
man milking is that the ant uses his
mouth instead of his hands. It may be
that when ant civilization has devel-
eped to the point of tin palls the ant
dairyman will take home a supply for
the little ones, but at the present time
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The boys didn't stop to Investigate.

it is a case of every ant fur himself.
The ant who Is too yvoung amd weak or
too old and feeble to catch a cow has
to go without milk.

Tenting No Longer Popular.

Jim and Ned and *“Buster” Robinson
have lost their fondness for life in the
wilds as thoroughly as 1 have lost my
affection for hogs. They no longer
are sleeping in their tent, down in the
edge of the woods. They had an expe-
rience last Monday night that some-
how or another has imbued them with
a pronounced liking for their beds at
home. The boys will not admit that
they are afraid to sleep in their tent.
They insist that they merely no longer
care to do so.

The story of Monday night's adven-
ture never has been thoroughly elari-
fled. About all Jane and 1 know is that
some time after midnight all three of
the boys came bursting Into the house,
panting and wild-eyed. For the most
part they were attired in their pajamas,
and they carrfed in their arms what-
ever of their clothing they had not
dropped by the wayside.

Jim said it was a bear. Ned thought
more likely it was a lion. “Buste~" was
undecided whether it was a dragon
or the Old Harry himself. But the boys
Wwere agreed on the one proposition
tl‘eat it was “something awful."

"It moaned,” sald Jim. “It groaned,”
Ned asserted. “It snorted,” was “Bus-
ter's” verdict.

Tlle"pre;ponderance of evidence was
that I,"" breaking through the un-
derbush, awakened all the boys. Then
came nofs=s, moans, groans, snortsand
growls. The boys didn't walt to in-
vestigate. They grabbed whatever of
their clothing was closest at hand and
beat it for the house.

Postponed the Investigation.

Jane wanted me to go down to the
woods and investigate, but 1 couldn't
see any sense In that. From the win-
dow we could see that the lantern at
the entrance to the tent was still burn-
ing. As the boys wera safe and the
camping outfit seemed intact, there
didn't appear much chance of dire dis-
aster. ;

I was guite certain there are no bears
in our immediate neighborhood. Lions,
of course, were out of the question, un-
less they had escaped from some cir-
cus. 1 don’t believe in dragons, and
as to the Old Harry—well, that is a
matter every man has to settla for
himself.

With this creed of faith before me, I
was quite willlng to walt untll day-
light came before beginning an inves-
tigation.

With the coming of dawn, bears and
lions and dragons vanished into the
realm of dreams. The cause of all the
excitement was quietly munching grass
in our lower pasture. It was a half-
grown calf that had gotten out of Mr.
Brown's fleld adjoining the woods.

E. 8 M.

Why?

From Jodge.
Pray tell us, you who make the laws—
We'd dearly love to know— -

|
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The Azores.

These islands, lyving 2,000 miles east
of New York and 500 miles west of Lls-
bon, are among the most isolated in the
Atlantic. Politically they are a part of
Portugal, but in customs and appear-
ance they are as remote from modern
civilization as their situation is from

the rest of the world.

All of the islands 1ift steeply from the
sea, in broken hills to peaks, some of
which are over 7,000 feet high. Thera
ias no level land, except in coves and
beaches along the foot of the cliffs that
make the coast line. Little rock-walled
barbors afford a fair anchorage for the
vesselg of commerce.

FPonta Delgada is a typlcal town ef
the Azores. It has some 30,000 inhabi-
tants and is a collection of low, white-
walled, red - roofed Tlll,ouseq lm

rawlad by the sea. ere are n
;ﬁs little shops, mearly all of which
carry wines and liquors as a side line
Transportation takes the form of seedy
hacks, drawn generally by three horses.
The various strata of Azorean society
are most easily distinguished by their
shoes, or, in the case of the very low-
est classes, by the lack of them, for the
working people go barefoot. Thoss =
gtep higher up wear heavy wooden
shoes. whicrh they remove at the door
upon entering a house. The middle
classes generally wear a sort of sandal
with a wooden sole about half an inch
thick and a scanty upper of leather.
Real leather shoes, such as are worn in
this country are a mark of wealth or
official importance in the Azores.

If you ask a cab driver in the Azores
‘how much he will charge to drive you
about fur tha day he will amaze you by
naming a price running into the thou-
gands. You will be relieved, however, to
learn that four or five thousand reis in
Azorean money is only four or five dol-
lars in ours. A five-reis piece, equal to
about half a cent In our money, Is the
smallest coin. The difficulty in com-
puting values is enhanced by the fact
that there is “strong” money and
“weak” money. The strong money is
gold coin and the weak money is the
depreciated paper currency of the local
government, which is worth about 25
per cent less than its face value.

The conveniences of life are few in the

Azores. Even In the principal cities the
hotels often have no baths. You must
repair to a hospital for that luxur:
Stoves, springs and maltresses are al-

most unknown there, owing largeiy to
the fact that the government has placed
a practically prohibitive tariff upon
these things. An Azorean mattress is
usually stuffed with a kind of sea mosa.
which is wont to form in lumps about
the size of cobblestones—and about as
‘soft.

But go for a drive along the coast and
you will forget all of your objections to
life in the islands, You will roll through
heautiful little villages of red and white
houses and glowing gardens, while on
one side the mountains lift thousands
of feet above you and on the other the
sea Is pounding the cliffs so far below
that vou cannot hear the roar of the
breakers, although you can see the fly-
ing spray.

Our Private Power Plant.

John H. Van Deventer, in the Engineering Mag-
Arine.

The most complicated manufacturing
plant that ever existed is the human
body as controlled under the scientifie
management of the brain and nervous
system. . No factory ever boasted a
more efficlent producer plant for con-
verting fuel into energy. No plant ever
had so well designed a pumping sys-
tem, nor one so perfect for the dis-
posal of waste and sewage. Talk of
heating and ventilating up-to-date, or
interdepartment telephone! The bhest
that our modern science can put into
our shops is crude indeed as compared
with that furnished by the Great De-
signer. Suppose that you went to a
pump manufacturer with the following
specification:

Wanted, a pump with capacity of one-
quarter gallon a minute, to handle
warm salty fluid, to work for seventy
vears night and day without a shut-
down, at the rate of seventy strokes
per minute. Must be guaranteed to
operate for the full period of time
without repairs or adjustments, to re-
quire no attention; must have auto-
matic control and contain its own mo-
tive power, and must have a duty per
million foot-pounds superior to the

best triple-expansion high-duty unit
ever made.
Do you think the manufacturer

would bid for the job? If he were a
timid man he would probably agree
with you and tell you to come around
next week, meanwhlle edging you
toward the door before your insanity
took a violent form. Or if he were
not afraid of lunatics he would say,
“You poor bug, such a pump as you
speak of never existed nor ever will
except in_the brain of a perpetual-mo-
tion freak such as | see before me!"
Which shows how much he knows
about it, for both you and he carry
just such a pump around with you,
and each of you thinks too much of

"Why should we muzzle ail-the dogs

leaves, that 18 about as difficult a job
.a. I ever stacked up against. There

And let the gossips go?

your possession to sell it for aag
monay. e
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